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They left, I thought, better satisfied with the President
than I was with the course of the Republicans in Connec-
ticut.

In yesterday's Intelligencer was a leading editorial arti-
cle in relation to myself and my position. The editor had
called on me the preceding evening, and we had a conver-
sation in relation to public affairs, the substance of which
he has incorporated in his article. What he says regarding
my course or stand in the Connecticut election is' a little
stronger than the actual conversation will warrant. I de-
clined giving any letter or authorization of the use of my
name, and informed him I did not wish to become mixed
up with the election, which was in many respects unpleas-
ant to me, in consequence of the ambiguous and equivocal
course of the Republican Convention. An honest, open,
fair expression of views on their part would have left me
free to approve or condemn.

March 22, Thursday. Messrs. Babcock and Smith called
this morning with a written statement correcting the
Chronicle, which they proposed to present that paper for
publication. I concurred in the propriety of their course.
Both gentlemen expressed themselves highly pleased with
their interview with the President and with other friends
in Washington.

March 23, Friday. Special notice from the President
that there would be no Cabinet-meeting. Called upon him
this P.M. and gave him, generally, my views in regard to
what is called the Civil Rights Bill, which, if approved by
him, must lead to the overthrow of his Administration as
well as that of this mischievous Congress which has passed
it. The principles of that bill, if carried into effect, must
subvert the government. It is consolidation solidified,
breaks down all barriers to protect the rights of the States,
concentrates power in the General Government, which
assumes to itself the enactment of municipal regulations